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Agreement reached on new bylaw
By Katie Liesener/ Staff Writer
Thursday, March 30, 2006

Aiter months of intense, often bitter, negotiations among all three parties, an article for a zoning bylaw
that represents agreement among selectmen, the Planning Board and developers was submitted into
the warrant for special Town Meeting on Tuesday night.

"It's like making sausage," said Selectman Joe Nolan. "You don't want to watch the process, but the
product is well worth it."

On Tuesday evening, the Planning Board voted to place the changes they had agreed to since
submitting their zoning bylaw earlier in the month into the selectmen's bylaw, which Town Counsel
Mark Lanza said was the only one broad enough to encompass new changes.

The Planning Board's changes included agreement on signage parameters negotiated with
developers Twenty Wayland LLC on Sunday.

The board then asked to have its former bylaw removed from the warrant and to have sponsorship
of the new bylaw changed from the selectmen to the Planning Board. The selectmen agreed to the
change.

Also on Tuesday night, the Planning Board voted to hold a public hearing on the bylaw - now the
sole zoning bylaw for a Town Center project in the warrant - on April 20. At selectmen's request, the
board also agreed to issue a report on the bylaw sometime between the public hearing and special
Town Meeting on May 3.

The board had taken heat from selectmen and the public for their decision to wait on setting a
hearing date for the selectmen'’s bylaw.

"We wanted to make sure there was a development agreement and that the whole project was
coordinated," said Anette Lewis, Planning Board associate member.

She said the board's decision to hold off on setting a date forced the developers back to the table on
signage.

"The Planning Board is not rolling over and playing dead," she said.

Selectmen Chairman Michael Tichnor said he was happy all three parties reached agreement on a
single zoning bylaw.

"It wasn't easy. There was obviously stress and tension among the parties," he said. "But ultimately,
level heads prevailed, everyone was reasonable and | give the Planning Board and developers credit
for persevering and working through the issues."

Tichnor said he is excited for the new bylaw to come before voters.

"l am confident we will get two-thirds vote at special Town Meeting," he said. "l firmly believe the
town strongly supports the Town Center project.”

On Tuesday night, selectmen also finalized and signed the development agreement with the
developers. As part of the final negotiations, the developers agreed to give the town an additional
$30,000 for consulting costs up to special Town Meeting and pay up to $2.5 million for the town's
share of a one-time upgrade to the wastewater management plant.

The developers did not agree to cede control of road construction to the Board of Road
Commissioners. The selectmen allowed the developers to maintain that control, adding language to
clarify that approval of road construction is still within the commissioners' purview.

"The project is 17 percent smaller than before, yet we're getting more mitigation for the town," Nolan
said. "It's a better deal for the town on a smaller project.”

The Planning Board has not yet reviewed the development agreement as a board.

Earlier in the week on Monday night, selectmen voted 5-0 to endorse the debt exclusion override of
$1.665 million for roof repairs at Happy Hollow, the library and Town Building.

The selectmen also voted 4-1 to endorse the single-amount override of $2.1 million. Selectman Alan
Reiss cast the dissenting vote.

"The fact that we had to vote on the approval of a list of police, fire and public safety choices is
exactly what | wanted to avoid," he said, referring to selectmen's approval of municipal cuts in case the
single-choice override does not pass. "The fact that we, as a board, made those decisions as part of
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an all-or-nothing override vote, lumped priorities of life and limb with priorities of convenience and
status. This is why Massachusetts allows its citizens menu override ballot questions."

Tichnor said he expects a large voter turnout at Town Meeting now that both the override and the
Town Center project will be up for a vote.

"It's not often the voters in town have the opportunity to make such an impact on the town's future,"
he said.

Recent articles

El Nursery school anniversary

[E Town reveals municipal cuts if override fails

[E wreck injures two local women

[E Battle of the Bands rocks towns

[E Kings of doo-wop

Today's most read Town Online articles Updated 10:30 AM ET
1. Soldier still fighting after return from Iraq(230)

Instant replay coming to high school sports(195)

Malden-based cocaine ring busted(172)

2
3. TV crews set to arrive Monday(179)
4
5

Parents can get the dope on drugs(138)

Search the site

IEnter Keywords all relevance -
ex‘,‘é}diem Enterprise-level broadband service provided by Expedient: America's Wireless broadband service provided by
d w2 ¥ & Largest All-Ethernet Network Towerstream

[ contact us ] :: [ print advertising ] :: [ online advertising ] :: [ Browser Upgrade ] :: [ Jobs ]

Order Home Delivery Online: Weekly papers Daily papers or call 1.800.982.4023

© Copyright of CNC and Herald Interactive Advertising Systems, Inc.
No portion of townonline.com or its content may be reproduced without the owner's written permission. Privacy Commitment
bh.heraldinteractive.com: 0.243407:Fri, 31 Mar 2006 15:30:38 GMT

2 of 2 3/31/2006 10:52 AM



